
to interrelate them by offering extensive research mainly through Russian and Armenian 

another feature that allows the reader to follow the text and clearly conveys the author’s 
narrative and the context. However, it should be noted that the numerous grammatical and 
spelling errors that run throughout the book bear the risk of  distracting the readers. All 
in all,  is a valuable resource not only for political 
and historical studies researchers but also for those interested in seeking alternative ways of  
reading and understanding the history of  the Caucasus.            

Christ Came Forth from India: Georgian Astrological Texts of  the 17th, 18th and 19th Centuries
doi: 10.22679/avs.2022.7.1.012 

The Caucasus is often overlooked by scholars engaged in tracing the dissemination of  ancient 

Caucasus as a crossroads for the texts and traditions of  many different civilizations, from 

Balavariani Bilauhar u Buddsaf, which was 
itself  a translation of  a Pahlavi text that gathered together legends relating to the life of  

2

his translation in 1966. In the magisterial study that is the subject of  this review, Timothy Paul 

2 , translated from the Old 
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consideration to other astrological traditions of  the Caucasus, including Abkhazian, 

and Christian theology, archaeology, the decorative arts, and literature. Mention is made of  
th

century epic, The Knight in the Panther’s Skin (
even though it belongs to the period which is the primary temporal focus of  the book, is 
Nodar Cicishvili’s  Seven Planets (shvidi mt’iebi
Persian tradition, which borrowed many of  its narrative tropes from a previous version of  

Nawa’i in Chaghatay Turkish.3
Among the most engaging chapters of  the book are those which chronicle the writings 

The Wisdom of  Deception (sibrdzne sicruisa

the context of  learning about the former’s achievements that we are also introduced to the 
intellectual contributions King Vakht’ang made to the science of  astronomy. 

treated in scholarship, namely the Book of  the Knowledge of  Creation (Kmnulebis Codnis C’igni

Book 
of  the Knowledge of  Creation attempts to justify the science of  astrology by engaging with the 

defender of  the science of  the stars. Vakht’ang’s preface is a literary feat in its own right and 

3 Nodar Cicishvili, Shvidi Mt’iebi - Baram-Guri, ed. K. e elidze (K art
and critical edition is available as Sem’ planet: (baram-guriani), 
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and their motivations for seeking cultural transformation. 
Although it lacks an argument that might change our understanding of  the material 

among different kinds of  knowledge. Although he does not explicitly make this claim, the 

analogous to the role played by critical theory in the humanities today: it brings different 
disciplines into dialogue with each other and thereby proposes new relations between 
humanity and creation. 

University of  Birmingham, Birmingham, United Kingdom

China’s Maritime Silk Road Initiative, Africa, and the Middle East: Feats, Freezes, and Failures. 

doi: 10.22679/avs.2022.7.1.013

latest edited volume China’s Maritime Silk Road Initiative, Africa, and the Middle East: Feats, Freezes, 
and Failures

their drivers from 1949 through the present. The eight core chapters can be geographically 
divided into two groups that are devoted to the African and MENA countries, respectively. 

and the Doraleh Multipurpose Port in Djibouti as well as various seaports in Madagascar, 
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